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NATIONAL SUMMIT ON

FAMILY PHILANTHROPY
FEBRUA RY 20–21, 2017 // S A N FR A NCISCO

Monday–Tuesday,
February 20–21, 2017
J.W. Marriott San
Francisco Union Square
Registration: $995

The Summit is an invitationonly program of the Frey
Foundation Chair for Family
Philanthropy at the Johnson
Center, the nation’s first
endowed chair focused on
family philanthropy.
Organized in cooperation with:

Donor Intent and Real Impact:
Can your family have both?
In the Bay-area, a place on the cutting edge of family
giving, some of the country’s most experienced and
entrepreneurial donors will join with national thought
leaders for a deep-dive dialogue about a perennial pushpull in family philanthropy:
) How can family donors pursue their visions,
passions, and interests while also having meaningful
social impact?
) How can your family be strategic and active,
honoring family legacy while also meeting evolving
beneficiary and community needs?
Navigating these tensions means confronting many
of the core questions of effective family giving –
questions about power, freedom, transparency, loyalty,
collaboration, and the engagement of diverse voices
inside and outside the family. And recent trends are
adding new layers of complexity to this philanthropic
push-pull, as more strategic and engaged donors have
both more active control of their giving and closer
engagement with beneficiaries.

Learn more online at JohnsonCenter.org/Summit.
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editorial
Dear Readers,
It is often the case that our unthemed issues have a theme
that emerges post hoc from the submissions. That is true with
this issue, as all of the articles address some aspect of foundation learning.
As we begin the debate about the future of the Affordable Care
Act, Hoag, Lipson, and Peebles evaluation of the KidsWell
campaign demonstrates the important role of state policy in
achieving better health care coverage for children. Although a
primary focus of KidsWell was on maximizing the opportunities presented by the ACA, the lessons about policy and advocacy may be even more important in the new political climate.
Foster, Harrington, Hoag, and Lipson share their lessons
Teri Behrens
about how to evaluate policy and advocacy work. They note
that some ambiguity is inevitable; policy change is often a
complex process with many contributing factors. However, with comprehensive data and integrated
analysis, it is possible to evaluate and learn about effective practices.
While learning from other foundations’ work is important, for most foundations, learning from their
own work is still a struggle. Leahy, Wegmann, and Nolen explore the structures and tools that can
support organizational learning.
One of the emerging practices in philanthropy that requires learning by many stakeholders is the
practice of impact investing. Gripne, Kelley, and Merchant describe their approach to providing
education, training and coaching to various audiences. CO Impact Days and Initiative demonstrated
how to educate and connect foundations, individual investors, social entrepreneurs, nonprofits and
other stakeholders.
Foundations who want to support their grantees’ learning often provide technical assistance in some
form. Lyons, Hoag, Orfield, and Streeter provide considerations for funders in developing strong TA
programs, based on their evaluations of two state-based TA programs.
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We wrap up this issue with Franklin’s review of American Generosity: Who Gives and Why by Patricia
Snell Herzog & Heather E. Price. This book is one product of the University of Notre Dame’s Science
of Generosity initiative.
Finally, as we close out Volume 8, we want to thank our reviewers for this year. It is impossible to
overstate the importance of committed, knowledgeable reviewers in the peer-review process. We are
fortunate to have a tremendous pool of reviewers who give their time and talent. Our authors often
tell us how much their feedback has helped them to sharpen their thinking and improve their writing.
We welcome new reviewers — please contact me at behrenst@foundationreview.org if you are interested in serving.

Teresa R. Behrens, Ph.D.
Editor in Chief
The Foundation Review

The Foundation Review // 2016 Vol 8:5

3

The Institute for Foundation and Donor Learning
Philanthropy is evolving quickly, presenting new opportunities and challenges for effective
grantmaking. The Institute for Foundation and Donor Learning at the Dorothy A. Johnson Center
for Philanthropy helps grantmakers adopt best practices and interact with other practitioners to
strengthen their daily work.
Our programs are designed to meet the learning needs of grantmakers and donors: The Foundation
Review, The Grantmaking School, LearnPhilanthropy.org, OurStateofGenerosity.org, the Frey
Foundation Chair for Family Philanthropy, and the W.K. Kellogg Community Philanthropy Chair.

SPONSORSHIP AND SPONSOR SUBSCRIPTIONS
If you or your organization are interested in sponsoring an issue on a particular topic or in
supporting the work of The Foundation Review, please contact Teri Behrens at behrenst@
foundationreview.org.

Permissions
Abstracting is permitted with credit to the source. Permission may be requested to photocopy or
reproduce materials published in this journal by contacting the Copyright Clearance Center at www.
copyright.com, or by sending an email to info@copyright.com.
Contact Pat Robinson at pat.robinson@gvsu.edu for more information.

Partner Discounts
Discounted subscriptions are offered to members of partner organizations. If you
are a member of the following organizations, please use the discount code below
when subscribing at http://johnsoncenter.org/subscribe.
Contact Pat Robinson at pat.robinson@gvsu.edu for more information.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

American Evaluation Association (AEA17) www.eval.org
Association of Black Foundation Executives (ABFE17) www.abfe.org
The Communications Network (CN17) www.comnetwork.org
Council of Michigan Foundations (CMF17) www.michiganfoundations.org
Council on Foundations (COF17) www.cof.org
Emerging Practitioners in Philanthropy (EPIP17) www.epip.org
Forum of Regional Associations of Grantmakers (FRA17) www.givingforum.org
Funders’ Network (FN17) www.fundersnetwork.org
Grantmakers for Education (GFE17) www.edfunders.org
Grantmakers for Effective Organizations (GEO17) www.geofunders.org
Grant Managers Network (GMN17) www.gmnetwork.org
LearnPhilanthropy (LP17) www.learnphilanthropy.org
National Network of Consultants to Grantmakers (NNCG17) www.nncg.org

This publication is printed with soy ink. Printed in USA
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The Foundation Review is the first peer-reviewed
journal of philanthropy, written by and for foundation
staff and boards and those who work with them. With
a combination of rigorous research and accessible
writing, it can help you and your team put new ideas and
good practices to work for more effective philanthropy.
The Foundation Review is published quarterly by the
Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy at Grand
Valley State University in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Learn more at www.TheFoundationReview.org.
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